THE PERIOD OF ACHIEVEMENT
Owing to the economic depression that swept the world from 1931 to 1934, and which visited Germany with a seventy that was to have far-reaching repercussions, the Berlin Passenger Transport designs and the Alexanderplatz design have remained projects.
From 1930 to 1932 Mendelsohn travelled a good deal. In May 1930, in answer to an invitation, he went to Greece to lecture. While he was in Athens the proposal to erect a Palace of Justice near the Parthenon was being discussed, and Mendelsohn joined in the international protestations against this, protestations that were ultimately successful. Remembering his early enthusiasm for Greek culture, it was inevitable that he should be greatly moved by the remains of that unique civilization. The tone of his veneration is expressed by a sentence in a letter home: 'The true greatness of its nature and of its spirit, that is eternal, and eternally a mystery.1 A little later in the year he was in Spain in connection with a project for a country house for the Duke of Alba near Madrid.
In May of 1931 Mendelsohn paid his first visit to England as the guest of the Architectural Association. While he was here an exhibition of his work was held at the Architectural Association, and he delivered a lecture to the Association on 'The Laws of Modern Architecture', this lecture being very largely an amplification of that which he had given in Pittsburgh in 1924. The Architecture Club gave a dinner in his honour, and on this occasion he gave a short address on some of the principles and the significance of the 'Architecture of Steel and Concrete5. I remember Howard Robertson, then head of the Architectural Association School, gave a broadcast on Mendelsohn's impressions of London, especially of its modern architecture. Certain points of the broadcast remain in my mind. Howard Robertson said that Mendelsohn found little of merit in the modern architecture of London; there was nothing so good as the Crystal Palace.
Late in 1931 Mendelsohn was in Corsica in connection with a project for a French company. He had gone by way of Paris and Marseilles. 'This great city, Paris,' he writes to his wife, 'which never received her greatness, and never lost it, was apparently always like this. Built strictly upon an axis, without the experiments emanating from dynamic forces, Paris carries on the tradition of the Mediterranean., of the Romans, and of the Medici. Paris will still be new when the new world has left its experimental stage.' He remarks the splendid situation of Marseilles, but adds that 'Here there is not the faintest idea of architecture. God! what there .is to do still; for the face of the world cannot remain like this'.
In the spring of the following year he was again in France, this time in